
Our Universe 



 Why have we been telling each other 
stories since the beginning of time? 

 
 



How did ancient cultures and civilizations attempt to explain  
the purpose of our existence on this planet and our origin in: 
 

 Europe? (Ancient Greeks) 
 Africa? (Ancient Egyptians) 
 Australia? (Aborigines) 
 America? (Native Americans) 
 South Asia? (Ancient Indians) 
 East Asia? (Ancient China) 
 Middle East? (Sumer/Babylon) 

 
How could these stories affect the attitude and behavior  of a 
community? 
 



How did ancient cultures and civilizations 
attempt to explain natural disasters? 

 Floods 

 Fires 

 Volcanoes 

 Tidal waves 

 Drought 

 Plagues and unexpected death 



In the following stories: 

 The Lion and the Mouse 

 The Ant and the Dove 

 Mercury and the Woodman 

 

 What is the definition of “good” behavior? 

 What is the nature of the “reward”? 

 What is the definition of “bad” behavior? 

 What is the nature of the “punishment”? 

 



In the following stories: 

 The Mouse and the Frog 

 The Shepherd-boy and the Wolf 

 Jupiter and the Bee 

 

 What is the definition of “bad” behavior? 

 What is the nature of the “punishment”? 
 



In the following stories: 

 The Wolf and the Crane 

 The Wolf and the Lion 

 The Wolves and the Sheep 

 The Highwayman and the Priest 

 The Prince and the Flea 

 

 Are “good” actions rewarded? 

 Do “bad” actions remain unpunished? 

 Do “good” characters do “bad” things? 

 

 

 



In the following stories: 

 The Owl and the Lemming 

 The Owl and the Two Rabbits 

 The Flying Fish 

 The Watermelon 

 

 What are some ways of avoiding danger? 
 

 



In the following stories: 

 
 The Eagle and the Spider 
 The Spider and the Silkworm 
 The Three Companions 
 The Boy and the Nettle 
 The Hare and the Tortoise 
 The Butterfly and the Bee 
 The Farmer and his Daughters 

 

 Do all that aspire to achieve greatness achieve it? 

 What qualities are helpful for success? 

 What could cause failure? 
 



Based of the stories we have read: 

 

 Is there consistency in nature? Can we use these 
rules to consistently predict an outcome? 



Do the following stories promote expectations of 
consistency in human behavior: 

 

 The Hound and the Hare 

 The Widow and the Sheep 

 The Man and the Satyr 
 



 Why is there a need to identify patterns and 
consistency of behavior? 

 

 If you had to give one example of a reliable 
example cause and effect within your community, 
what would it be? 



http://www.pennydreadfulvintage.com/70s-style-circle-sunglasses-by-festival-spectacles/ 


