
Interpersonal relationships 



 The world appears to have a system but we don't have an 
complete understanding of it in its entirety. 

 

 We are constantly looking for consistency and order in the 
system. 

 

 We create stories that reflect the order that we can see 
glimpses of and the order we wish to see. 

 

 Our belief in the story behind our creation has some effect 
on our behavior and attitude towards others in the world. 



People living within communities and the roles they are 
expected to play. 

 

  What sort of communities do we live in? 

 

 Who are the members of these communities? 

 

 When these characters appear in stories they confirm 
the group’s expectations of that particular person. 



 “There was a king who dearly loved his two daughters [. . 
.].” 

 “Once upon a time there was a peasant whose wife died, 
leaving him with twins [. . .].” 

 “Once upon a time there was a merchant whose wife had 
died [. . .].” 

 “Near a great forest lived a poor woodcutter, his wife [not 

the mother of his children], and his two children.” 

 “This Tokubei was the richest person in the district and 
headman of the village as well.” 

 “During the difficult days of the T’ang dynasty there was 
an old lord who governed six districts.” 



 “At the end of a year of matrimony he would dispose of 
his present wife and replace her with a new one.” 

 

 “When the bonfire was crackling high in the air, the 
king took her up in his coach and said, “You must 
amend your ways and prepare to die.” 

 

 ““That is not true,” said the king, “and if you do not tell 
me the truth I will have your head cut off this instant.”” 

 

 “You may go into any room except that one [. . .] If you 
defy me, you will die.” 
 

 



 

 

 

Which type of male protagonists do we see in the stories 
we create nowadays? In movies? On TV? 

 



 “The queen [. . .] wept bitterly as she said to herself, 
“How can I deliver my dearest husband?”” 

 

 “Messengers from each village appealed to the great 
warrior Kambili to find and kill the lion-man. [. . .] 
Kumba, his clever and resourceful wife, was skilled in 
all manner of magic. [. . .] She shared these with her 
husband.” 

 



 “The woodcutter tossed and turned in his bed one 
night[. . .]. We cannot feed the children or ourselves.” 

His wife replied, “[. . .]will take the children into  the 
forest tomorrow morning [. . .]. They will never find 
their way home again, and we shall be rid of them.”” 

     

 “The stepmother was cruel to the children and gave 
them little to eat. She often thought of how she could 
get rid of them [. . .].” 



 

 

 

Which modern day stories show women in the decision 
making role? In movies? On TV? 



 “[. . .] a rich merchant [. . .] his greatest treasure of all 
was his only daughter.”   

 “There was once a peasant who had only a small house 
and a daughter.”  

  “The youngest, Maria, was not only pretty but also 
wise.”  

  “[. . .] the queen’s daughter was growing up with a 
beautiful face, a kind heart, and a golden star on her 
forehead.”  

  “There was a miller who had a beautiful daughter.”  

  “They were all pretty, but the prettiest of all was 
the youngest daughter who was so beautiful that there 
were no bounds to her beauty.  
 



 “They are identical, yet Maya is so independent. Why 
can’t she be like Madri?”  

 

 “Whenever the older daughter would complain about 
their new lowly existence and the unfairness of it all, 
her mother would admonish her to make the best of 
it.” 

 

 “[. . .]his parents who had chosen for him a rich but 
unattractive and cold princess.  

 



 “When her innocence was proved, the prince took her 
up and carried her to the palace to be his wife [. . .]” 

 

 “Then the young man thanked the maiden for all she 
had done for him, and said she should be his wife[. . . ].”  

 

 “Soon she came before the king who said that [. . .] if 
she solved it [the riddle] he would marry her. 

 

 “Such a shrewd girl must be part of my family. She 
shall marry my son.”  



 

 

 

 

How are daughter’s shown in modern day stories? In 
movies and/or TV? 



 “Gretel wept and said to Hansel, “It is over for us.” 

Be quiet and don’t worry,” said Hansel. “I will think of 
something.” 

 

As she was trying to comfort him [her brother] they 
heard a rustling of wings, and a flight of wrens 
alighted on the ground beside them. 

But the little sister tied the twigs together with a piece 
of ribbon, and they [bother and sister] got past safely… 



 

 Can you think of  any traditional children’s  stories 
where the expectations of a son are clearly defined? 

 

  

 What sort of role is played by sons in the stories we tell 
nowadays? In the movies and on TV? 




