
Interpersonal relationships 



 The world appears to have a system. We don't have a 
complete understanding of it, but we are constantly 
looking for consistency and order within it and so we 
create stories that reflect the order that we wish to see.  

 Our belief in the story behind our creation has some 
effect on our behavior and our attitude towards others 
in the world. For example, to procreate, to serve our 
god(s), and/or bring back goodness to the world. 

 The roles we assign to the people in our community 
help create the order we wish to see. For example, the 
role of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, daughters and 
sons) 



Everyone and everything within a community has an 
assigned role she/he is  expected to play. 

 

  Who are some of members of communities beyond the 
nuclear family unit? 

 

 When these characters appear in stories they emphasize 
the group’s expectations from that particular “character” in 
the role they play. 

 

 What are some non-human elements that effect our lives? 



 “She was an ancient woman, but her eyes were still 
bright and she walked with dignity.” 

 “But one old granny was down by the riverside [. . .] 
watched the Danes landing and scattering to plunder.” 

  “[. . .] the holy woman. [. . .] and I have heard she can 
perform miracles.” 

 “[. . .] an old woman named Rachael. [. . .]. Though she 
was poor and raggedy, she was wise in the ways of the 
weather.” 

 “The old woman was not really so kind, but was a 
wicked witch [. . .] 

 



 

 

 

What is the role of elderly people in the stories we 
create for the movies and TV? 



 “A nurse called O-Sodé was hired for the little one.” 
 “I besought Fudo-Sama that I may be permitted to die in 

the place of O-Tsuyu [. . .]” 
 

 “The door was opened by the slave Morgiana, [. . .]” 
 “It was to preserve you, master, not to ruin you,” answered 

Morgiana.” 
 

 “One servant, Hung-hsien (Red Cord), was an unusual girl.” 
 “The lord praised her for her cleverness and devotion, and 

Hung-hsien rejoiced that her master would be able to once 
again lead his people in peace and harmony.” 

 
 



 

 

 

How are household helpers portrayed in modern day 
stories? In the movies? On TV? 



 “[. . .] and I think you had better ride to the East Wind, and 
ask him [. . .] 

 “[. . .] but if you like I will go with you to the South Wind, 
for he is much stronger than either of us [. . .] 

 “[. . .] I will go with you to my brother the North Wind; he 
is the oldest and strongest of all of us [. . .] 

 “You must go to the sun, the moon, and the wind and ask 
them where he is.” 

 “Just as she neared her house, the North Wind whisked by, 
and blowing her flour to the four corners of the world.” 

 “The rainbow heard Hina’s cry and set a rainbow in front of 
her.” 

 



 Do we assign roles to elements of nature anymore? 
If so, what? 

For example, rain, storms, hurricanes, snow, sunshine, 
wind, earthquakes, etc. 

 

 What is Pathetic fallacy in literature? Do we still use 
it? 

   



 “[. . .] the first that the queen gave birth to was a hideous 
lindorm, or serpent.” 

 “There once lived a giant named Bolster [. . .].  

 “There were many monsters, but the most feared was the 
Horrible Flying Head.” 

 “The Hand of Glory could only be obtained from a man 
who had been hanged.” 

 “I am Yama, the god of the dead and I am here for your 
husband.” 

 “An evil magician who nightly transformed into a lion [. . .] 

 “There was once a dreadfully wicked hobgoblin.” 

 



 “[. . .] but he remembered how he himself had lived for twenty 
years as a lindorm [. . .] and how he had been freed from the 
spell by his young queen. 

 “In order to rid himself of a wife he [the giant] would take her to 
the top of St Agnes’s Hill and stone her to death with huge rocks 
and boulders.” 

 “[. . .] its victims quickly fell prey to its ripping fangs. No man, no 
woman, no child, or animal was safe from the Flying Head.” 

 “When the candle was lighted in the dried hand [of Glory], the 
owner had within his power to make all nearby persons helpless.” 

 “Your devotion is beyond my understanding. I [Yama, god of the 
dead] will grant you one last wish [. . .]” 

 “[. . .] the ravenous beast seemed to hover above him, teeth 
dripping and claws spread to tear at its prey.” 





List the sequence of events 
in your story. 
 
What message(s) are you 
trying to convey about life 
in the 21st century?  
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