
Remembering Pearl Harbor: 
“A Day Which Will Live in Infamy” 

A Date That Lives in Inquiry 

      
 

 

 

 

All monuments are efforts to stop time 

History, of course, moves relentlessly to mock any such beliefs. 

 



 

Why Did Japan Bomb Pearl Harbor? 

1543   First contact with the West 

1853   Commodore Perry opens up Japan 

1905   Russo-Japanese War 

1919   Treaty of Versailles 

1921   Washington Naval Conference 

1924    U.S. Immigration Quota Act 

1932   Japan expands into Manchuria 

1933   Japan withdraws from League of Nations 

1937   Japan attacks China (Marco Polo Incident) 

1938   Japan declares its policy to establish a “New Order in East Asia” 

1939   US embargo of aircraft and aircraft parts 

 Japan selects Pearl Harbor to attack U.S. 

1940   The Tripartite Pact 

  FDR moves US Pacific Fleet to Pearl Harbor 

1941  July - US freezes Japanese assets  

      August - US embargo on oil 

      November - Imperial Conference 

      December 7th/8th - Japan attacks Pearl Harbor 



Commodore Matthew Perry 



Russo Japanese War 



 

Treaty of Versailles  1919 
 

 

 

“The equality of the nations, being a principle of the League 

of Nations, the High Contracting Parties agree to accord, as 

soon as possible, to all alien nationals of the States members 

of the League, equal and just treatment in every respect, 

making no distinction, either in law or in fact, on account of 

their race or nationality.” 

 
 



 

Washington Naval Conference    

1921 
 

 

 

Regarding the size of navies, the conference agreed 

that Japan was to have naval superiority in and around 

Japan and its territories, including Taiwan. Japan, it was 

agreed, Japan would have only three big warships for 

every five for Britain and the United States. … 
 

 



 

Immigration Quota Act -  

The Senate’s Declaration of War 
 

 

 

“There is no denying that the adoption by the American 

Senate of the exclusion Amendment to the Immigration 

bill has given a shock to the whole Japanese Race such 

as has never before been felt….The Senate has 

passed, with an almost overwhelming majority, an 

amendment they know is a most humiliating one to the 

Japanese race. And the event cut the Japanese minds 

deep, a wound that will hurt and rankle for generations 

and generations.” 
 

 Japan Times & Mail editorial 

 

 



Japanese March into Manchuria 



Japan’s March to War 
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Rape of Shanghai and Nanking



No nation which refuses to exercise forbearance and to respect 

the freedom and rights of others can long remain strong and 

retain the confidence and respect of other nations. No nation ever 

loses its dignity or its good standing by conciliating its differences, 

and by exercising great patience with, and consideration for, the 

rights of other nations. 

 

War is a contagion, whether it be declared or undeclared. It can 

engulf states and peoples remote from the original scene of 

hostilities. We are determined to keep out of war, yet we cannot 

insure ourselves against the disastrous effects of war and the 

dangers of involvement. We are adopting such measures as will 

minimize our risk of involvement, but we cannot have complete 

protection in a world of disorder in which confidence and security 

have broken down. 

FDR “Quarantine the Aggressor” Speech 

Chicago, October 5, 1937 

http://www.fdr.net/fireside-chats 
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Japanese Imports 1937- 1941 
Petroleum in units of 10,000 tons 

Steel and scrap iron in units of 1,000 tons 

                 

                   Petroleum                      Steel                       Scrap Iron 

               Total      US     Total      US         Total       US 

1937       482       380          995       409         242       178 

1938     392       316      857       310         136       101 

1939     343       291     706        32         256       218 

1940     436       291     690        ---                    139       112 

1941     141         88     646          6           20         11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Way of the Subjects 
Japanese Ministry of Education, August, 1941 

 

 

 

"An old order....(European and American)....is now crumbling. 

 

The ideals of Japan....are represented by the principle that  

the benevolent rule of the Emperor may be extended so as 

to embrace the whole world. 

 

Japan is the fountain source of the Yamato race. Manchukuo 

(Manchuria) is its reservoir and East Asia (including China)  

is its paddy field. 

 

The way of the subject is to be loyal to the Emperor in disregard  

Of self, thereby supporting the Imperial Throne coexistence with the 

Heaven and Earth. “ 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     



Imperial Conference, November 5, 1941 

Remarks by Hideki Tojo 

     “The United States has not conceded one single point;  it simply makes demands on Japan... 

     

     What they insist on is Japan's acceptance of the principle of the withdrawal of troops.... 

     As I understand it, withdrawal of troops is retreat. We sent a large force of one million 

    men to China, and it has cost us well over 100,000 dead and wounded, the grief 

    of bereaved families, hardship for four years, and a national expenditure of several 

    billions of yen.  

 

    We must by all means get satisfactory results from this...We can expect an expansion  

    of our country only by stationing troops. This the United States does not welcome. 

 

   How can we let the United States do as she pleases, even though there is some uneasiness? 

   Two years from now, we will have no petroleum for military use. Ships will stop moving. 

   When I think about the strengthening of American defenses in the Southwest Pacific,  

   the expansion of the American fleet....I see no end to difficulties...I fear we would become a 

  Third-class nation after two or three years if we just sat tight.” 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgX1WBf2SjE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgX1WBf2SjE


Pearl Harbor Remembered 
Narrative Timeline 

 

1941-46   Awaken A Sleeping Giant/Rally a Nation 

1944-52    Congressional Investigations/Assigning Blame 

1958-1965 Authorization of the Arizona Memorial 

1970  Reconciliation Narrative: Making of Tora Tora Tora! 

1980s                   Rebuilding Japan/Economic Pearl Harbor 

1980s  Good Wars vs. Bad Wars 

1991 50th Anniversary Memorialization Fiasco 

1991-  Memory Boom and The Greatest Generation 

1991-2005 Kimmel and Short Crusades 

9/11  A Day of Infamy 

 





Dr. Seuss Goes to War 
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USS Arizona Memorial 
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