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The Ottoman empire 



Evolution of European society 

• The Late Middle Ages (1000-1400) - Feudalism and the 
beginning of trade with East-> Italy becomes the center 
of European trade -> merchant city-states become 
wealthy -> end of feudalism and the rise of republics + 
exposure to new ideas (particularly ancient Greece and 
Roman) ->  

• The Renaissance (1350-1550) – a new type of society 
based on classical humanism (instead of Christianity, 
man is now the measure of all things) -> undermines 
the authority of the church  

• The Reformation (1517-1648) Christianity fragments -> 
new denominations reflects rising entrepreneurship 
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• Age of Exploration and Colonization 
• 1400 and 1500’s –Spain (Columbus reaches the 

New World) and Portugal (Da Gama reaches 
India) -> decline in Arab trade and rise of the 
Columbian Exchange 

• 1600’s Dutch  
• 1700’s France and Britain 
• The Rise of Nation-States and Absolutist 

monarchies (1400-1800) 
• The Scientific Revolution (1500-1700’s) -> 

secularism, reason and humanism ->  
• The Enlightenment (1700’s) develops the idea of 

human rights -> American Revolution -> a society 
based on human rights 



• The French Revolution (1789-1799)-> destruction 
of the power of the church and the monarchy - > 
secular republics 

• Napoleon (1799-1815) spreads this revolutionary 
doctrine throughout Europe ( and Egypt – which 
will then break away from the Ottoman Empire) 

• The Industrial Revolution (1800’s) changes the 
social and economic make up of Europe and 
drives countries to expand their Empire 

• The Age of Imperialism (1700 and 1800’S) Europe 
become the center of global economic and 
military power 
 



Germany becomes a world power in 
1871 

• This becomes a threat to the European 
balance of power. Since most nations fear that 
Germany will compete for their colonies, 
Germany renounces colonialism -> which 
make it the most favored nation in the Middle 
East 

• Close ties develop between Germany and the 
Ottoman Empire 

• Turkey is an ally in World War I 
 
 









Mustafa Kemal at Galipolli 







Armenian Genocide 









Sykes-Picot treaty (1916) 



Balfour Declaration (1917) 

• His Majesty's government view with favour 
the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, and will use their 
best endeavours to facilitate the achievement 
of this object, it being clearly understood that 
nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any 
other country. 



Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 

The first president of modern Turkey 
-   Established a secular, modern constitutional democracy 
- Replaced the Arabic script with Latin alphabet 
- Promoted litercy 
- Championed equal rights for women 
- Banned anything Islamic from the political system and attempted similar social 

changes (the Koran had to be read in Turkish) 
- The army becomes the guardians of democracy 



Recep Erdogan 



Egypt 
• Occupied by the French under Napoleon from 

1797-1799 
• Muhammid Ali – the Ottoman governor of Egypt 

rebels against the empire 
• 1803- an independent Egypt is established along 

French lines 
• A boom and bust economy 
• 1869 the French build the Suez Canal 
• However to pay their foreign debt the Egyptian 

shares in the Suez Company will be taken over by 
the British and in 1882 Great Britain seizes the 
whole country 







Egyptian Independence in 1922 

• A Constitutional Monarchy 
• Britain and France maintain troops in the 

canal zone 
• Ruling party is the Wafd party – nationalistic 
• Religious opposition from the Muslim 

Brotherhood founded 1928 by Hasan al-Banna 
• Political opposition from the Free Officers 

Society founded in 1938 by Abdul Gamal 
Nasser 



In a 1952 coup Nasser seizes power 

• Nasser is the most dynamic leader in the 
Middle East 

• Arab Socialism 
• Country governed by the Revolutionary 

Command council 
• Very anti-Western colonialism  
• Anti- Israel which is seen as an extension of 

European Imperialism 
 
 







• Pan-Arab- United Arab Republic (Egypt and 
Syria become one nation from 1958-1961) 

• Cracks down on the Muslim Brotherhood 
• Sayyid Qutb – the founder of modern jihadist 

thought, is jailed and executed 







Saudi Arabia 

• The Arabian Peninsula kept it’s autonomy 
because their support for Britain in World War 
One 

Major support came from the Saudi family of 
Riyadh and the Hashimite family of Mecca 
The Saudis gained the throne of Arabia and the 
Hashimites were given the thrones of Iraq and 
Jordan 

 





The discovery of oil in 1938 



Formed OPEC (Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries) in 1960 

Saudi Arabia promotes an version of Islam called 
Wahhabism which is ultra-conservative and 
fundamentalist. It spawned the Salafi 
movement which at the center of the modern 
jihadist ideology 
Saudi Arabia is the guardian of the holy sites and 
it’s stewardship has often been question 
especially by Iran. In 1979, a Salafi group seized 
the Great Mosque in Mecca, until it was forced 
out with French help two weeks later. 
 
 









Iraq 
• 1919 British place King Faisal on the throne with 

the pro-Br General Nuri al-Said as PM 
• 1958 Coup by Colonel Abdal-Karim Kassim killed 

the king and PM 
• 1961 Kassim prepare to invade Kuwait, thus 

British send in troops 
• 1963 the Baathist party seizes control 
• Baath (renaissance) movement – secularism, 

pan-Arabism, Arab socialism, promotes progress 
• 1979 Saddam Hussein becomes president 

 
 

 





Jordan 
• King Faisal’s brother Abdullah become amir of 

Jordan (later elevated to kingdom) 
• British create the Arab Legion (bedouin army to 

keep the bedouins under control) 
• Poor arid country with no resources – needs 

massive amount of foreign aid to keep it afloat  
• 1947 brought 500,000 Palestinian refugees into 

the country making Jordanians a minority pop 
• 1953 King Hussein comes to power – most 

moderate voice in the Middle East, and ridiculed 
by Arabs as a puppet of Britain 





• When Nasser asked him to join the war 
against Israel in 1967 he was eager to rebuild 
his reputation 

• The war cost him the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem and gained him 100,000’s of more 
refugees.  

• When the Palestinians attempted topple in in 
1971 and struck back with force driving 
150000 PLO fighters into Lebanon – Black 
September 



 



Abdullah II 



Syria 
• 80% Sunni 
• 20% Alawawis, Druze, Shiite, Yezidis, Christian 
• French set up an unstable parliamentary 

system 
• 1958-1961 UAR 
• 1963 the Baath comes to power 
• 1971-2000  Hafiz al Assad  
• -- crushes Muslim Brotherhood in Hamas by 

pumping in poisoned gas (killing 20000) 





Bashir al-Assad 



Lebanon 

• Modern and westernized (Beirut - the Paris of 
the Middle East) 

• No majority population (Christians, Sunni, 
Shiite, and Druze) 

• Maronite Christians were the largest group 
and led the country.  

• 1932 census indicate Muslims outnumber 
Christians and power struggle began with a 
full blown civil war in the 1970’s and 1980’s 







Zionism 

Dreyfus affair from 1894-1899 exposed anti-
Semitism in France 
Herzl writes Der Judenstaat (the Jewish State) in 
1897 declaring that Jews are  “a nation, without 
a state” -> zionist movement-> Israel 
World Zionist Organization – government in exile 
with military (the Hagannah) 
 



Alfred Dreyfus 



Theodor Herzl 



• Early 20th Century  at small, but steady 
migration of Jews to Palestine 

• Most come from eastern Europe and set up 
farm collectives called Kibbutzes 

• No major problems with the Arab population 
until 1933 when Hitler comes to power the 
rate of immigrants swell to 66000 that year 

 





Arab Uprising from 1936-1939 

• Uprising against British rule for failing to stop 
mass migration and displacement of 
Palestinians 

• The British lost control and turned to the 
Hagannah for help 

Peel Commission (1938) examines the crisis and 
recommends an end to Jewish purchases of 
Arab land and an end to future Jewish 
immigration 

 



• British attempt to stop Jewish immigration 
and are now the target of both the Arabs and 
Jews 

• Militant, terrorist Jews groups – Irgun 
(Menachim Begin) and Lehi  (Yitzhak Shamir) 

•  - blowing up the King David Hotel 
• - massacre of villagers at Deir Yassim 
• - assassination of UN envoy Count Bernadotte 
• - The Attelena 

 





War of Independence or the First 
Palestinian War 

• Britains abandons the mandate, and UN takes 
over 

• The land was divided into 3 Jewish and 3 Arab 
sections  

• 1948 the Jews seized the land separating their 
sections and declare themselves  The State of 
Israel 

• Arabs from the Army of Salvation which was 
defeated in battle 

• 800,000 either flee or were forced off their land 
 





David Ben-Gurion 



Suez Crisis of 1956 
• Nasser seizes the Suez canal and closes it 

Israeli shipping 
• Britain, France, and Israel launch a secret 

attack on Egypt 
• US is outraged and forces an end to the 

assault 
• Nasser gets the canal, but it must be open to 

all shipping 
• End to British and French presence in the 

Middle East, US replaces them 
 









Eisenhower Doctrine 1958 

• There is a political vacuum in the Middle East, 
and if the US does not fill it, the Soviets will 



Cold War alliances 







Six Day War of 1967 
• Nasser places a large military force in the Sinai 

Peninsula and delivers a series of anti-Israeli 
speeches. 

• Israel launches a preemptive strike against 
Egypt 

• Various Arab countries go to war and are 
defeated in six days 

• Israel seizes the Golan Heights, the West Bank, 
East Jerusalem, and the Sinai 
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Israel becomes the regional superpower and 
the Arab world is humiliated 

 







Yom Kippur War of 1973 
• Nasser dies in 1970, and was succeeded by 

Anwar al-Sadat 
• Sadat offered peace to Israel, but was rejected 
• He studied the failure of the Six Day War, and 

planned for a new war 
• October 1973, Egyptian troops broke through 

the Bar Lev lines and rolled across the Sinai 
• Israelis caught off guard, were in a panic 
• Israel stopped the troops at the border and 

then rolled the Egyptians back 





• Was a military victory for Israel, but a 
psychological defeat – Israel realizes that it can 
be defeated 

• The Egyptian celebrate their defeat as a 
victory 

• The new PM Yitzhak Rabin and Sadat begin a 
peace process 

• But then Rabin is replaced by the anti-Arab 
politician Menachim Begin 

• Sadat decides to continue with the peace 
process and travels to Jerusalem (other Arab 
nations are left in the dark) 
 
 









Camp David Accords of 1979 

• Jimmy Carter brokers a peace agreement 
between Egypt and Israel 

• Egypt gets the Sinai back 
• US pledges billions of dollars of economic and 

military aid to Israel and Egypt 
• Egypt is kicked out of the Arab League and 

Sadat is assassinated in 1981 





PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization) 

• The PLO is established by Nasser in 1964 – it 
was an umbrella organization to bring 
together various guerrilla armies  

• Secular and nationalistic 
• Yassir Arafat becomes chairman in 1968 
• PLO a government in exile 
• Originally funded by various Arab states, the 

PLO reinvests that money into a business 
portfolio – become financially independent 







• Al Fatah  
• The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

(PFLP) 
• The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - 

General Command 
• The Popular for the Liberation of Palestine – 

External Operations 
• The Democratic Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine 
• The Palestine Liberation Front 
• Saiqa 
• Arab Liberation Front 



PLO terrorism 
Attacks on military and civilian targets in Israel 
 - however after 1967 realized a military victory 
was impossible, and only international pressure 
could bring about change 
- PLO began to focus on international targets 

that would keep their cause in the headline 
- Most popular were airline hijackings 
-            9/11/1970 
- PLO inspired revolutionary groups around the 

world 
 



International Terrorism 

• PLO 
• Japanese Red Army Brigade 
• IRA  
• Baader-Meinhof gang (Red Army Faction) 
• Italian Red Army Brigade 
• ETA  
• FARC 
•    Joint operations – Lod Airport (1972), Entebbe 

(1976) 
 



Carlos the Jackel 

 



Entebbe 



Munich Olympics 1972 



Arafat reinvents himself 
• Moving from terrorist, guerilla leader to a 

statesman – president of the Palestinian people 
• Is offered UN observer status 
• Meets with many heads of state 

 
• Many Palestinian feel that Arafat has sold out and 

in 1980’s begin a campaign of horrific acts of 
terrorism in order to undermine Arafat’s 
credibility 





Abu Nidal 
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