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Temple of Portunus- Forum Boarium
ROME- this one built in 2nd or 1st c. BC

Temple in Forum Boarium The Temple of Fortuna Virilis" 18th c. drawing The Four Books
of Andrea Palladio's Architecture, London, 1738
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CAPITOL in Capitoline Hill

 On the Capitoline Hill, the Romans began to construct the temple of 

Jupiter Optimus Maximus (Best and greatest) around the 6th c, 

which at its time became the largest structure of the city.

 Private homes would also be present in Capitoline Hill with large 

reception rooms (atria, plural of atrium).

 Mythology takes the capitol back to the idea that a ‘head’ (Latin

‘caput’) or human skull was found when they were digging to build

the temple.
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The Romans and their Early history
Early Myths- From Aeneas to Remus and 

Romulus

 The story about REMUS and

ROMULUS as first kings and

founders of Rome had to be

reconciled with a dual tradition,

set earlier in time, the one that

had the TROJAN hero

AENEAS, escape Troy after the

TROJAN WAR to ITALY and

found the line of Romans

through his son Ascanius Iulus,

the namesake of the Julio-

Claudian dynasty.
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How the Romans viewed their early history

 Rome “founded” first by  Aeneas, 

Trojan prince, son of Anchises 

(mortal) and goddess Aphrodite.

 When Troy was 

sacked by the Greeks, 

Aeneas traveled to Italy

with a stop in Carthage

and is viewed as the 

ancestor of Romans

Second set of founders

Remus and Romulus

Aeneas flees burning Troy, Federico 

Barocci, 1598
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Early mythology When Aeneas had an affair with Dido (also known as Elissa) in 

Carthage, the messenger god Mercury was sent by Jupiter and 

Venus to remind Aeneas of his telos.

 Dido uttered a curse that would bound Carthage against Rome and 

then committed suicide by stabbing herself.

 Aeneas descends into the underworld where he meets Dido (who

turns away from him to return to her husband) and his father, who

shows him the future of his descendants and thus the history of

Rome; we have a beautiful narrative in the 6th book of the Aeneid by

Virgil, the most famous Roman poet.

 VIRGIL lived at the time of AUGUSTUS (Octavian Augustus), 1st BC 

(70-19 BC). 
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King Numitor a descendant of Aeneas

 NUMITOR deposed by his brother AMULIUS. Myths sent in mythical city of
ALBA LONGA. Amulius forced Numitor’s daughter, RHEA SILVIA to become
a virgin priestess of the goddess VESTA (Greek version “Hestia’) namely a
Vestal Virgin.

 Rhea Silvia became pregnant by god Mars (see disbelief by Livy in his
account) and gave birth to twins Romulus and Remus.

 Amulius gave orders for them to be drowned in Tiber, but the basket carrying
them washed ashore at the Palatine Hill where they were rescued by a
shepherd and his wife (in some version, she is the ‘she-wolf’ LUPA who
suckled them and nourished them, a nickname for a promiscuous woman).

 Romulus and Remus disagreed about the hill upon which to build. Romulus
preferred the PALATINE HILL while Remus preferred the AVENTINE HILL.
They agreed to seek the gods' approval through a contest of augury: Remus
first saw 6 auspicious birds but soon afterward, Romulus saw 12, and
claimed to have won divine approval. FIGHT, Remus was killed by Romulus
or a supporter of his.
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Lupa Capitolina (previous slide)

 Livy reports in his history that a statue was erected at the foot of the

Palatine Hill in 295 B.C. Pliny the Elder mentions the presence in the

Forum Romanum of a statue of a she-wolf that was "a miracle

proclaimed in bronze nearby, as though she had crossed the

Comitium while Attus Navius (augur during Tarquinius Priscus’ time) was

taking the omens". Cicero also mentions a statue of the she-wolf as one

of a number of sacred objects on the Capitoline that had been

inauspiciously struck by lightning in the year 65 BC: "it was a gilt statue

on the Capitol of a baby being given suck from the udders of a wolf.”

 Historian Winckelmann in the 19th c. thought this to be Etruscan from the

5th c BC. Carbon-dating and thermoluminescence dating make this

Musei Capitolini a medieval object of the 11th and 12th c. That doesn’t

mean that a statue of this type didn’t exist which people knew
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Republican Rome and the Conquest of 

Italy
 By the 6th century Rome was the largest and wealthiest city in Italy.  

That is a time that coincides with a shift from monarchy to Republic.  
Over the next couple of centuries we have a period of transformation 
in the political constitutions.  The first century of the Republic is 
obscure just as the history of regal Rome.  Let’s remember the kings 
of Rome: 

 Romulus  _Founder – 753-716 BC

 Numa Pompilius - elected -715-674  BC

 Tullus Hostilius - elected -673-642 BC

 Ancus Marcius  -elected  641-617 BC

 Lucius Tarquinius Priscus –elected  616-579 BC

 Servius Tullius -son in law of previous king  578-535 BC

 Lucius Tarquinius Superbus –usurped the throne
535-509 BC


