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From monarchy to Republic

 Magistrates took the role of the king and spread
the power among the rich and powerful.
Phenomenon in various cities (remember so far,
the political organization is at a local level, no
unified greater region yet).

 Frequent displacement of kings in various cities.

 Ideological aversion to monarchy and tyranny.

 Predominance of CONSULSHIP would not
become as fixed until later in the 4th century.
Things are still fluid in the first couple of centuries
of the Republic.

 TWO Consuls.



z



z

TWELVE TABLES

 Let’s look at what we know about the earliest 

legal system in place.

 The so called TWELVE TABLES were Rome’s 

first written law (mid 5th century), also can be 

seen as a first ‘constitution’ as the law code of 

the twelve Tables mentions the ‘greatest 

assembly’ that gives judicial rulings.  The very 

word ‘greatest’ implies the existence of many 

assemblies.
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Content of Twelve Tables

 Not a law in the modern sense of the word

 Did not attempt systematic treatment of all the
law but was more of a collection of specific and
rather narrow provisions, a better fit for a society
where the household is the foundational unit of
social life and has not yet evolved politically.

 Addressed issues of inheritance, marriage and
divorce, rights of the father of the household
(PATRIA POTESTAS), regulated land
boundaries, farm buildings and fences, slaves,
and specified penalties.
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What exactly was the Role of the 
Senate?

 The Senate

 Under the king, the Senate was only an advisory committee who 
ratified election of the king by the popular assemblies. 

 Slowly, however, it gained more power in Republic, because they: 

 became a permanent part of government 

 had experience 

 had the power of tradition, since it existed from earliest Roman 
state.

 Controlled the state's finances, except in war. 

 Gave official advice to magistrates. 

 Senatus consultum (Plural SENATUS CONSULTA): resolution of 
the Senate enacted by head magistrate; had the force of law.

http://www.livius.org/se-sg/senate/senator.html
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Review of Roman Republic Politics based on 

questions by students for further clarification

 What kind of assemblies were there and how they were different? 

Assemblies

 Curiate Assembly - open to all Roman citizens 

 Granted authority to consuls and praetors.

 Centuriate Assembly  (COMITIA CENTURIATA)- open to citizens eligible for 
military service 

 Elected top magistrates. 

 Could pass laws, declare war. 

 Were a court of appeals in capital trials.

 Plebeian Assembly (Concilium plebis)

 Elected 10 tribunes. 

 Its resolutions could become law.



z

Process of selecting the magistrates

 Annual magistracies require a process of selection.

 Citizen assemblies carried out the duty of selecting 

magistrates during the 5th century.

 Remember the assembly of curiae (comitia curiata) 

which ratified selection of officials.

 Problem of the nature of our evidence.  It is not clear 

how much later and more established practices of, 

2nd or 1st century BC which are very well 

documented, are represented as earlier practices.
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Dictators

 Romans resorted to ‘dictatorship’ in times of emergency, 
when a one man’s command seemed necessary to solve 
a problem.  

 DIFFERENCE- Dictators NOT elected, but appointed.

 A consul designated a single man who would be the 
‘dictator’ and who would in his turn appoint the  magister 
equitum or else the ‘master of cavalry,’ as the person 
second in command.  

 Dictators would be bound by ritual prohibitions and would 
remain in their office for a maximum of six months or as 
long as the crisis lasted (whatever was shorter).

 Primarily for civic turbulence in the 5th century.
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Cursus Honorum by Mid Republic
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CENSORS The censorship was regarded by many as the highest dignity in the state, with the

exception of that of the dictator.

 History of this office: instituted by the Sixth King, Servius Tullius, when the Republic came,

at first at the hands of the patricians, after the Struggle of the Orders, the first plebeian to

hold it was Gaius Marcius Rutilus in 351 BC. Generally this powerful office was only ever

granted to those who had already ascended the CURSUS HONORUM from quaestor to

consul and had proved their worth.

 From the second century BC onwards, elections for this office were held every five years,

coinciding with the census of the people. Despite the five yearly elections, a censor would

only hold office for eighteen months, meaning that for the remaining three and a half years

there would be no censors in place. Although his rulings would stay in place until the next

election.

 Censors (oversaw the finances, including taxation, inspected the quality of public works

and - more controversially - oversaw public morality, hence the term today censorship.

 The Censors were the registrar of Rome, compiled lists of all Roman citizens, recording

their name, age, ancestry, families.

 It was a "sacred magistracy" (sanctus magistratus), to which the deepest reverence was

due.
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Tribunes

 Having a bigger number of officeholders was occasionally thought to be more
important and effective than having fewer with less power.

 The 10 tribunes who were empowered to block any magistrate’s action, were

under no obligation to coordinate. Thus, even a single tribune was entitled to

proceed with proposals without consulting with his fellow tribunes.

 TRIBUNATE was a serious check on the authority of the SENATE and

the annual magistrates, holding the power of ius intercessionis (right for

intercession).

 INTERCESSIO the technical term that means ‘to step between’ and interrupt, for

obstructing any magistrate’s action by the tribune. That required personal

following through.



file://///upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Roman_constitution.svg
file://///upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Roman_constitution.svg
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How exactly did the Struggle of 
Orders happen?

 The STRUGGLE OF ORDERS- Prolonged struggle (early 5th to early 3rd 
centuries) between Rome’s upper classes (optimates) and plebeian citizens 
for political participation and power.

 They stem from Plebeian Grievances: 

 As Upper class plebeians were barred from magistracies. 

 Middle and lower classes feeling economic burden. 

 Rural farmers were feeling the effects of war because they had to do much of the 
fighting. 

 Poor plebeians were subject to harsh debtor laws.

 Plebeians withheld military service and seceded

 Result: the making of a tribune of the plebis (TRIBUNUS PLEBIS) who had 
the Veto power, could enact legislation through Plebeian Assembly.  

 This shifted and distributed power away from the aristocrats significantly. 
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Changes in the Ritual Landscape

 A wide range of mandatory rituals surrounded public actions.

 Omissions or flaws in the performance of rites could have serious 

consequences.  If colleges of priests (collegium) found flaws and if 

the senate concurred, an official’s act would be invalid. On other 

occasions, even a single AUGUR could order postponement of a 

public meeting, if he announced that he had seen signs (omens) 

that the gods desired a delay.

 Right of priests and senate to nullify magisterial actions in the city 

did NOT extend to the tribune of the plebs.

 However the tribune of the plebs by the 2nd century generally put 

forward proposals that had already senatorial approval.
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Goal of Roman elite

 Achieve laus (fame) and gloria (glory).  

 Idea of public virtue

 Meaning of VIRTUS (courage, manliness, primary meaning of the word was military). Think

of the etymology of the word VIR-TUS (vir=Man, think words like ‘virility’ in English).

 Most important source of fame was office-holding.

 Higher offices earned higher dignitas (esteem).

 Leading Romans never missed an opportunity to promote and proclaim their merits and their

accomplishments. Public speaking, public virtue, public recognition.

 Typical laudatio Funeral oration would mark the offices (see your textbook, p. 90).

 Epitaphs on tombs exemplify the goal.
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Example from a funeral oration-LAUDATIO

 A laudation means praise, often given as part of a funeral oration:

 See this excerpt from PLINY the ELDER, FIRST CENTURY AD NATURAL 

HISTORY about Quintus Caecilius Metellus, who would be consul in 206 BCE, 

gave this laudatio for his father: 

 “Quintus Metellus- in the oration in which he gave the highest praise to his father

LUCIUS METELLUS, who was pontifex, twice consul, dictator, magister equitum,

member of a board of fifteen men to distribute land, and the one who first led

elephants in a triumph during the first Punic War- wrote that his father had

accomplished the ten greatest and best feats which wise men seek in their lifetime.

He had wished to be top warrior, best orator, bravest commander, have personally

directed the greatest affairs, have the highest honor, to be the wisest, to be

esteemed the most distinguished senator, to acquire immense wealth in a good

way, to leave many children and to be the most celebrated figure in the city. It fell

to him to achieve all this, and no one else since Rome’s foundation had been his

match.”
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PUNIC WARS- Second Punic War  -
218-201

 Broke out over Spain (Iberian peninsula)

 Carthaginians used Iberian mercenaries to fight
in their wars and Iberian gold and silver to pay
soldiers and sailors.

 HAMILCAR Barca, previously Carthage’s genera
in Sicily landed in Spain. He was succeeded by
HASDRUPAL, his son in law.

 After Hasdrupal’s death ( in 221) Hamilcar’s own 
son, HANNIBAL BARCA (born in 247) became 
the commander in Spain.
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Hannibal in Italy

 Hannibal Invades Italy, marching through the Alps

 Battle at Trebia river, 218 BCE, Hannibal devastates Roman forces. 

 Quintus Fabius Maximus "Cunctator" - The Delayer 

 Was appointed dictator in 217 BCE. 

 Tried to adopt strategy of avoiding battle with Carthiginians because 
of their military superiority.

 Battle of Cannae (in Apulia, southeast Italy), 216 BCE. Consuls Gaius 
Terentius VARRO and Lucius Aemilius Paullus DID NOT follow Fabius’ 
strategy.  Paullus lost his life.

 Complete victory for Hannibal, who outmaneuvered Rome with his 
smaller army. 

 Romans lose 70,000 men out of 80,000. 

 Romans, according to Livy, panicked 

 Some allies secede to Hannibal 

 Central Italy remains loyal.
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Spain and Africa: The rise of P. Cornelius Scipio 
"Africanus"

 Roman army goes into Spain, 210 BC - keeps Carthaginian 
reinforcements away from Hannibal. 

 Roman army then goes to Africa, 205 BC- Scipio is the 
Consul and prepares to invade North Africa. 

 Scipio threatens Carthage and pulls Hannibal out of Italy.

 Battle of Zama, 202 BCE - the only battle Hannibal ever lost 

 Rome's Numidian allies save the day with their cavalry.

 Terms of Peace in 201

 Carthage lost foreign colonies (eg. Spain) and was forced to 
pay huge indemnity. 

 Forbidden to have a significant army or navy.
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Aftermath for Rome

 Much of Italy was devastated with continuous fighting

 Romans maintained armies in Spain, Sardinia and
Sicily (and Italy, of course).

 Need for numerous commands.

 Large percentage of male population drafted
(including slaves and criminals).

 Still, Rome emerges having the dominant position in
the central and western Mediterranean.
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3rd Punic war- 149 BC to 146 
BC

 In the years between the Second and Third Punic War, Rome was engaged in the conquest of the Hellenistic 

empires to the east (Macedonian Wars, Roman-Syrian War etc).

 The affairs of Carthage  were administered by Roman senate and Carthage had to take all border disputes with 

Rome's ally Numidia to the Roman Senate, where they were decided almost exclusively in Numidian favor.

 150 BC an appeal was made to SCIPIO AEMILIANUS (also known as Scipio Africanus the Younger ) by the 

Carthaginians to act as mediator between them and the Numidian prince Massinissa who, supported by a party at 

Rome, was incessantly encroaching on Carthaginian territory. 

 Cato the Elder (Statesman 234-149) ended every speech (no matter the subject) by saying, "Also, I think Carthage 

must be destroyed."  CARTHAGO DELENDA EST in Latin.

 In 149 BC war was declared by Rome, and a force sent to besiege Carthage.

 146 CARTHAGE CAPTURED


